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### 
 

Town and Central Washington University (CWU) Come Together To Merge as One.  

 

November 9, 2012 (Ellensburg, Wash.)-Downtown Association and CWU have long fought the 

battle for the student’s attention and business.  Steps are now being taken to put the torch down 

and work together to share the student base. 

CWU agency, the student run public relations firm, has taken the downtown association as a 

client this year and is working closely in decoding where this gap is bridged between campus and 

downtown.  The argument lays in the downtown association feeling as if CWU is taking all the 

student business and offering the same services downtown does, in a more convenient way, 

which is deemed unfair. 

CWU is arguing back that providing students with services on campus is expected of the campus 

and provides students with an all-inclusive living situation.  Especially for freshman, moving to a 

new town can be overwhelming and providing banks, clothing, food, a gym, etc. all within 

walking distance of their dorm provides an easier transition for students adjusting to living away 

from home.  

Whichever way the argument goes the town and the campus need to build a bridge and work 

together.  Ellensburg is a community, not war grounds.  

Students working with this client are doing extensive research to aid the downtown association in 

learning more about the student body and why it is students aren’t taking advantage of what 

downtown Ellensburg has to offer.  Other colleges with the same population and demographics 

as CWU have been interviewed and local businesses, students and staff are being surveyed on 

the issue. 

Steps being taken to encourage students and town merge are being made and will be 

implemented immediately.  Activities the town puts on are being encouraged to use CWU as a 

venue and maps for all students are being made readily available not just around campus but to 

be included in every freshman welcome packet.   

Get involved with this issue by looking for an article explaining more about this bridge is being 

published in Pulse, CWU’s online literary magazine, this month and students should check their 

GroupWise accounts in January for a survey being administered on the subject.  A survey to 

local businesses is also being distributed early next year.  

 

 

 
 


